
A View from the Valley  

Palm Valley Academy: Week of 1/27 – 2/1 

 

Dear PVA Families,  

Happy Sunday! I’ll be as brief as I can this week, but please read below when time allows so you are 

aware of all the school happenings that are ahead. Including, but not limited to our Celebrate 

Literacy Week schedule, some important middle school info and a note of safety from Deputy Wilson.  

 Wishing everyone a fantastic week ahead. Stay safe, stay engaged, and as always, GO BOBCATS! 

Mr. Strom 

 

 
 

INFO FOR ALL (K-8)  

SJCSD Character Counts 6K/3K 

Join the CHARACTER COUNTS! Steering Committee for its 12th Annual 

CHARACTER COUNTS! 6K/3K Run/Walk on Saturday, February 1, 2025, at 9 

a.m. The run/walk will begin and end at Palencia Elementary School, 

located at 355 Palencia Village Drive, St. Augustine. Walkers and runners 

will enjoy a course running through the neighborhoods of Kensington and 

Las Calinas and can choose to participate in the 6K (3.73 miles) or 3K (1.86 

miles) distance. Registration forms and more information are available 

online. 

 

CALLING ALL PVA TWINS!  

All our PVA Twins will be called down Wednesday morning to take photos for a feature in this year’s 

Yearbook. Dress them how you feel necessary- We just wanted to give everyone a heads up.       

 

PVA’s January Service Project – A tremendous success! 

On behalf of PVA’s NJHS and our school community as a whole, I want to extend my heartfelt 

gratitude for your incredible generosity and support during our recent clothing drive. Your donations 

will make a meaningful difference in the lives of those in need out in Steinhatchee, FL providing 

warmth and comfort to individuals and families in that community. It is truly inspiring to see the 

kindness and compassion of our school family in action. Your participation not only helps those in 

need but also teaches our children the importance of giving back and supporting others. 

Thank you again for being a part of this wonderful effort. We are grateful for your generosity and 

commitment to making a positive impact!  

 

Be on the lookout information for our February Service Project – 1st Grade’s PAWS FOR A CAUSE. 

Details to come! 

 

PVA Vision Statement 
Building purposeful leaders where everyone shines through achievement. 

 
We Pursue Excellence. 

We Value All. 
We Achieve Success. 

 
We are PVA! 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FdKOZ7VoorFdtiqmVjbmgsA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRpUBLDP0RdaHR0cHM6Ly9ydW5zaWdudXAuY29tL1JhY2UvRkwvU3RBdWd1c3RpbmUvQ0hBUkFDVEVSQ09VTlRTaW5TdEpvaG5zQ291bnR5U2l4UGlsbGFyczZLM0tSdW5XYWxrVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpnZkPfbmcDLm9gUiJDb3Jpbm5lLkZlbm5lbGx5QHN0am9obnMuazEyLmZsLnVzWAQAAAAB&data=05%7C02%7CZachary.Strom%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C3929057b2e004046920d08dd2f504dbe%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638718744130817646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dsebHDoOwMqJYrJ0%2FoiMn4JCswNijL27obfPq0chMHE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FdKOZ7VoorFdtiqmVjbmgsA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRpUBLDP0RdaHR0cHM6Ly9ydW5zaWdudXAuY29tL1JhY2UvRkwvU3RBdWd1c3RpbmUvQ0hBUkFDVEVSQ09VTlRTaW5TdEpvaG5zQ291bnR5U2l4UGlsbGFyczZLM0tSdW5XYWxrVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpnZkPfbmcDLm9gUiJDb3Jpbm5lLkZlbm5lbGx5QHN0am9obnMuazEyLmZsLnVzWAQAAAAB&data=05%7C02%7CZachary.Strom%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C3929057b2e004046920d08dd2f504dbe%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638718744130817646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dsebHDoOwMqJYrJ0%2FoiMn4JCswNijL27obfPq0chMHE%3D&reserved=0


 

A Note of Safety from Deputy Wilson 

Hello Bobcats Families and Friends- I want to share some important safety tips this week, to help 

keep our students safe.  

*Please inspect your child's helmets and replace if they have developed any cracks in the 

plastic or to the foam protection inside. Ideally a helmet should be replaced annually at 

minimum, because as children grow their helmet stops fitting properly. Heat can degrade the 

padding and strap materials, especially when they are stored outside, hanging on 

handlebars during the warm months. 

*Scooters and e-bikes are an increasing source of injury. Spend some time reinforcing the 

proper operation and adjust the top speed of these devices if you can. We all know that 

young people like to operate at wide open throttle. However, at speeds of 15+ your kiddo 

can sustain serious injuries. Injuries can be exponentially greater if they are not wearing 

protective equipment. 

*Rules of the road apply... please remind children they must follow the laws to include; 

stopping at intersections, yielding to pedestrians and when sharing the roadway, they must 

stay to the right while riding and on the left when walking.  

 

If we all pitch in to do our part as a community and parents, we can ensure our Bobcats stay safe. 

All my best to you - Mark 

 

 

Kicking off Kindness –  
Written by PVA Students: Brady Baker, Phenix Klockare, and Kimi Hillery  

The WEB kids are excited to share that they have started a kindness campaign that will begin 

on January 27th. We have been working on making posters, a kindness calendar for at home 

activities, and creating videos to get ready. It has different challenges, but all have the same goal: 

to create a caring environment for the kids at PVA. We are very excited and can’t wait for the plan 

to go into motion.   

Our kindness campaign kicks off with a Greeting Challenge! The goal of this challenge is to 

encourage everyone to acknowledge one another with friendly greetings. It begins on January 27th 

and will “end” on February 7th.  

The second challenge focuses on Random Acts of Kindness and runs from February 10th 

through February 21st. During this time, WEB leaders will hand out “Caught Being Kind” tickets to 

students who demonstrate simple but meaningful acts of kindness.  

The final challenge, from February 24th through March 7th, encourages students to 

compliment one another with “reckless abandon”—spreading positivity and lifting each other with 

kind words.  We will be creating a kindness tree filled with compliments and messages of 

gratitude. We are especially excited to visit elementary classrooms to share more about this kindness 

campaign and complete a fun activity with them.    

When the kindness campaign is over, our goal is that the students will continue to take on the 

responsibility of spreading kindness around our school community resulting in a caring and inclusive 

environment for all.  

As part of the campaign, we are encouraging students to spread kindness at home, in 

school, and in the community. Below (and also listed as an attachment), you’ll find a Kindness 

Challenge Calendar created by WEB leaders, filled with voluntary daily activities your student may 

wish to complete.  

Here’s how it works:  

1. Each day, encourage your child to complete the kindness activity listed on the 

calendar.  

2. Once the activity is complete, please sign the calendar for that day.  

3. At the end of the month, students can return their completed and signed calendars to 

school to earn PBIS points as a reward for their efforts!  

This challenge is a wonderful way to reinforce positive behaviors and celebrate the power of 

kindness together. Calendars will be sent home with students on Monday.  Thank you for partnering 

with us to make this a meaningful experience for your child and our school community!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELEMENTARY INFO (K-5) 

Class Photo Day  

PVA’s Elementary Class Photo Day is next Thursday (1/30) and Friday (1/31). We are in need of 

a few volunteers for these days. If interest, please SIGN-UP HERE.    

Thursday, Jan. 30th: Grades 1, 2, 3, and 4 

Friday, Jan. 31st: Grades K and 5 

 

Parent Volunteer Opportunities   
January Volunteer Opportunities 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL INFO (6-8)    

Parent Volunteer Opportunities   
January Volunteer Opportunities 

 

8th Grade Yearbook Ads  

The submission deadline for the 8th Yearbook ads is THIS Friday, January 31st.  

 

8th Graders - HOPE Virtually 

Any 8th grader wanting to sign up for HOPE virtually, please see the ATTACHED letter with more 

information. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0A4EACA928A7F58-54648516-class
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facrobat.adobe.com%2Fid%2Furn%3Aaaid%3Asc%3Ava6c2%3Add38a7cd-a5d6-4b23-b2ed-2a6bb9ba9fa2&data=05%7C02%7CZachary.Strom%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C1a263f1c8a054c67fe1508dd2ab9d88f%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638713700166460974%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zI00XDyINIQmc5s8pyGFj%2BSYIe47xwHF08NMD1IHZGs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facrobat.adobe.com%2Fid%2Furn%3Aaaid%3Asc%3Ava6c2%3Add38a7cd-a5d6-4b23-b2ed-2a6bb9ba9fa2&data=05%7C02%7CZachary.Strom%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C1a263f1c8a054c67fe1508dd2ab9d88f%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638713700166460974%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zI00XDyINIQmc5s8pyGFj%2BSYIe47xwHF08NMD1IHZGs%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIS WEEK’S DATES OF NOTE: ITS CELEBRATE LITERACY WEEK! 

• Monday, January 27th  
o ITS CELEBRATE LITERACY WEEK! See the flyer below        

• Tuesday, January 28th   
o PVA Basketball AWAY @ POA. Girls tipoff at 5:30pm with boys to follow 

• Thursday, January 30th  
o Class Photo Day (1, 2, 3, 4) 
o PVA Basketball AWAY @ LPA. Girls tipoff at 5:30pm with boys to follow.   

• Friday, January 31st   
o Class Photo Day (K, 5)  

UPCOMING DATES OF NOTE: National School Counselor’s Week! 

• Tuesday, Feb. 4th 

o SAC Meeting @ 4:00pm in Library 

o PVA Basketball HOME vs. Lakeside Academy. Girls tipoff at 5:30pm with 

boys to follow 

• Wednesday, Feb. 5th  

o LAST FULL WEDNESDAY (Early releases start again next week)  

• Thursday, Feb. 6th  

o PVA Basketball AWAY @ MCA. Girls tipoff at 5:30pm with boys to follow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That’s all for this week!  

Sincerely,  

Zach Strom  

PVA School Principal 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


