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July 21, 2025 
 

Palm Valley Academy Bobcat Families,  
 

I hope this week’s message finds everyone doing well. I don’t know about you, but these hot and 
humid mid-summer days seem to be flying by! Maybe it’s just my excitement and eagerness to fill the halls 
again, but it feels like we were just planning July 4th celebrations and now here we are, heading into the final 
stretch of summer break. Ready or not, Day 1 is coming quickly! However you choose to spend these last 
couple weeks, I hope they’re filled with rest, fun, and great memories. 

 
Now, onto this week’s content focus... 
 

 

➢ July 14, 2025 - General Welcome and Immediate Information 
➢ July 21, 2025 - PVA Upcoming Events and PTO/Volunteer Information 
➢ July 28, 2025 - All Things Logistical and Operational  
➢ August 4, 2025 - Official Welcome Back and PVA Day 1/Week 1  

 
This, the third July communication, is focused on “All Things Logistical and Operational” at PVA. While 

the topic may seem repetitive to some, the policies and procedures presented are in place for the sole 
purpose of student safety and security and thus, are of the highest importance. When time allots, please read 
through the attachments (detailed below in This Weeks Content) and keep in mind where to find them to 
reference as needed throughout the year. But first, a quick reminder of upcoming important dates. 

 
 

Upcoming Dates: 

7/14-7/15 Kindergarten Screeners  
7/22-7/23 Middle School Schedule Preview (sign into HAC to PREVIEW your student’s schedule. 

As a reminder, this is only a PREVIEW and classes are subject to change. 
7/24  Kindergarten Social  
7/31 6th Grade Orientation (See flyer for sign-up and additional info below)  
8/4 Kindergarten staggered start information and sign-up will be sent via email  
8/6        All elementary families will receive an email from their child’s assigned teacher 
8/7        Middle school schedule available in HAC 
8/7        Kindergarten Meet the Teacher from 5pm-6pm 
8/8        Staggered Elementary Meet the Teacher:  

• 8:00am-9:00am for Last Names = A-J 

• 9:30am-10:30am for Last Names = K-R 

• 11:00am-12:00pm for Last Names = S-Z 
Staggered Middle School Walk Your Schedule (teachers will not be available):  

• 12:30pm-1:00pm for Last Names = A-J 

• 1:30pm-2:00pm for Last Names = K-R 

• 2:30pm-3:00pm for Last Names = S-Z 
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8/11      First Day of School        
8/11-8/14  Kindergarten Staggered Start (sign-up using link in the 8/4 email) 
8/15 First Full Day for Kindergarten Classes (Tears and Cheers Parents breakfast in the 

Café from 8:45-9:30am) 
8/20            1st PTO General Meeting in Café @ 9:00am – JOIN US! 
8/26 Elementary Curriculum Chats (PM) – Details forthcoming  
8/28 Middle School Curriculum Chats (PM) – Details forthcoming 
 

THIS WEEK’S CONTENT 

ALL THINGS LOGISTICAL AND OPERATIONAL 

Without question, the safety and security of all students and staff at PVA is the most important responsibility I 
carry. It’s a duty I take seriously—one that can only be upheld through the consistent understanding and 
implementation of well-established policies and procedures by everyone involved. 
To that end, I want to make two commitments to you: 

1. We will clearly communicate our expectations and procedures, both by reviewing them 
thoroughly at the start of the year and by making them readily accessible on our school homepage 
for reference throughout the year. 

2. We will remain committed to upholding these expectations and addressing any inconsistencies, 
even when it requires difficult conversations or creates additional work for our team—because 
these Bobcats are worth it. 

To operate at our very best, it’s essential that everyone who steps onto our campus—students, staff, families, 
and visitors alike—understands the importance of our policies and is aligned with them. 
To support that alignment, you’ll find the key logistical and operational documents both embedded below and 
posted on our website for your convenience. I encourage you to review them when time allows. These 
resources will also be posted to our PVA website and remain available all year long as needed. 
 

o PVA SAFETY POLICIES AND PROCEDURES (Arrival, Dismissal, Parking, Transportation Changes, etc.) 

o PVA RAINY DAY DISMISSAL PROCEDURES  

o PVA GOLF CART POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  

o PVA BRIDGE DIAGRAM (Golf cart loop details) 

o PVA CAR LINE MAP (Traffic Patterns) 

o BICYCLE SAFETY AT PVA (Statement on E-Bikes) 
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PVA SAFETY POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  
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PVA POLICIES AND PROCEDURES CONT. 
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PVA RAINY DAY DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 
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PVA GOLF CART POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
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PVA GOLF CART POLICIES AND PROCEDURE CONT. 
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PVA BRIDGE DIAGRAM (GOLF CART LOOP PICK-UP DETAILS)  
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PVA CARLINE MAP DIAGRAM (Traffic Flow) 
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BICYCLE SAFETY AT PVA 

E-Bike (Non-Pedal) Ban 
Effective immediately, electric bikes that do not have functional pedals (commonly referred to as electric 
motorcycles or mopeds) are not permitted on campus as a mode of student transportation. These vehicles, 
due to their speed, weight, and classification, present significant safety concerns, particularly around young 
pedestrians and in congested traffic areas. To clarify, this restriction does not apply to traditional bicycles, 
pedal-assisted e-bikes (where pedaling is required), or standard scooters. This policy is specifically aimed at 
fully motorized vehicles that lack pedals entirely, which are not considered bicycles under Florida law and are 
not permitted for use by minors on public roads without proper licensing. 
 

We understand that transportation preferences are evolving, but we must align our campus practices with 
both legal guidance and our responsibility to maintain a safe school environment.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation and partnership in keeping PVA safe and secure for everyone. If you have any 
questions about what is or is not permitted, please don’t hesitate to reach out to our front office. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION (FIRST COMMUNICATED 7/14) 

Access to the School: 
Whether you are attending a conference with the teacher in person, volunteering in the classroom/events, 
escorting your kindergartener to class on their first official day of school, joining us for a 
presentation/celebration, and/or attending a field trip, you must have completed the School Access Form: 
Volunteer Application. This is a district policy and there are no exceptions. We truly do not like to turn 
families away, so please complete and submit the application by following the link: 
https://apps.raptortech.com/Apply/OTY0OTplbi1VUw== 

Elementary Meet and Greet: 
This is your time to “Meet the Teacher” and get acquainted with the PVA campus. Please see the above 
staggered schedule to accommodate all families in our hallways and parking areas. During this event, students 
will walk the building, meet their teacher(s) and drop off any school supplies they’d like to bring. 
Representatives from Transportation, Food Service, School Clinic, Extended Day, and other areas of service will 
be onsite and available to answer questions.  
 
Middle School Walk Your Schedule: 
Middle school students and families are invited to visit the campus, pick up their class schedules, and walk 
through their day at their own pace. This is a great opportunity to locate classrooms, practice locker 
combinations, and get a feel for the flow of the school day before the first bell rings. Please note that teachers 
will not be available during this time, but staff will be on hand to help with directions and any general 
questions. We look forward to seeing you and helping you feel confident and prepared for a strong start to the 
year! Please see the schedule above! 
 
An Important Legislative Update: K-8 Phone & Smart Watch “Away for the Day” Policy 
Per Florida State Statute, students are no longer permitted to have cell phones or smart watches, that can 
communicate, during the instructional day. As a school, we will fully embrace an “Away for the Day” policy 
and know that our students will have more opportunities to just be a kid a little bit longer while reducing 
distractions during the instructional day.  For more research and best practices, please check out the “Away 
for the Day” resource! 

 

Additional PVA “Away for the Day” details:  
▪ Student cell phones and/or smart watches must be “off and away” between 8:40-3:00 

every day.  
▪ Phones and/or smart watches may be out and used in the morning along with ONE 

earbud (8:20-8:40) and then must either be locked and stored in lockers, in a backpack, or 
in a place that is secured during the school day (8:40-3:00).   

▪ PVA is not responsible for lost or damaged items.  
▪ Teachers and staff will remain consistent from class to class and not allow students to use 

phones during the day; laptops or iPads will be used during the instructional day if 
internet is needed for a lesson or activity. 
 

https://apps.raptortech.com/Apply/OTY0OTplbi1VUw==
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leg.state.fl.us%2Fstatutes%2Findex.cfm%3FApp_mode%3DDisplay_Statute%26URL%3D1000-1099%2F1006%2FSections%2F1006.07.html%23%3A~%3Atext%3DA%2520student%2520may%2520possess%2520a%2Cteacher%2520solely%2520for%2520educational%2520purposes.&data=05%7C02%7CZachary.Strom%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7Cb036235e64234d174e9a08dda820aafd%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638851580437190419%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TL1KnNxPl8eRJof23MXsejpH6ckzx1rPhVvHIy7UedM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.awayfortheday.org%2Fresearch&data=05%7C02%7CZachary.Strom%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7Cb036235e64234d174e9a08dda820aafd%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638851580437210687%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y1%2FzP8UyZ35Wf1Tm54Kc0Aiyin7ZoQ2%2B4sIgsf0%2BSmk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.awayfortheday.org%2Fresearch&data=05%7C02%7CZachary.Strom%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7Cb036235e64234d174e9a08dda820aafd%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638851580437210687%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y1%2FzP8UyZ35Wf1Tm54Kc0Aiyin7ZoQ2%2B4sIgsf0%2BSmk%3D&reserved=0
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▪ Students may not use their phones during class transitions or during lunch time.  
▪ If a student is found using their devices, the following progression of support will be 

utilized:  
o 1st Offense:  Device confiscated and taken to front office for student to pick up at 

end of day and an appropriate consequence will be assigned. 
o 2nd Offense: Device confiscated and taken to front office. Parent will be 

contacted to pick up device at end of day. Appropriate consequences will be 
assigned. 

o 3rd Offense:  Device confiscated and taken to front office. Parent will be 
contacted to pick up device at end of day. Appropriate consequences will be 
assigned.                  

PTO, PTO, PTO!!  
Palm Valley Academy and the PVA PTO share the same vision for success, which is only accomplished 
by leaning and relying on the strength of everyday working relationships between students, parents 
and staff. The effort the parent-members, chair-members, and board members put forth daily to 
support our students, staff and school is nothing less than extraordinary. On behalf of everyone here at 
PVA, we sincerely thank all our PTO members who work so hard year-round to ensure a safe and 
educationally enriched environment here at PVA.  
 

➢ Check out the second Summer Communication sent on July 21st for tons of additional 
information on all the things PTO! Or, for more information about PTO membership 
opportunities and/or additional ways to volunteer see the attached membership flyer or 
visit the PTO website at http://www.pvapto.org/.  

 
 
 
 
Have a great week everyone… stay dry, stay cool, and stay hydrated! We look forward to seeing 
everyone soon!  
 

 
 
Zachary R. Strom 
School Principal 
Palm Valley Academy  

 
 

http://www.pvapto.org/

